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Our Story: History of Faith Lutheran 
College Redlands
Special thanks to Ross Bird, Anthony Mueller and Jennifer Crawford for their contribution to this section.

Why the name Eprapah Creek?

It is most probable that Eprapah or 
Eprapa was the Aboriginal name for 
the area, meaning ‘Place of running 
water’. Early settlers had renamed – or 
misnamed - it Ephratah (a Biblical name 
from Micah 5:2 meaning “fruitful”) and 
the scouts later renamed it Eprapah 
in 1928. Until the mid1900s, the wider 
area around the Redland Bay Road 
crossing of Eprapah Creek (Colburn, 
Boundary, and Bunker Roads) was 
known as Eprapah rather than Victoria 
Point.

In her 1994 Oral History interview Hazel 
Close says;
“They had a sort of an encampment 
on Eprapah Creek, which wasn’t that 
far from the school, because you know 

where the school is on School Road, 
well, you just keep on going, turn left, 
and you’ll come down to the Creek. 
They were an awfully - they were 
nice people, those old men that were 
there. They were gentle and made you 
welcome, and would pick a bunch of 
grapes for you from the grape vine. I 
mean, you know, they were really nice 
people”.

A large village…

Eprapah Creek was important to 
Aboriginal people, both the tidal zone 
and the freshwater upstream. A large 
village is known to have existed on 
the banks of the creek in what is 
now the Eprapah and Point Halloran 
Conservation area, as well as camps 
further upstream.

European Settlement

By the time the European settlers 
arrived, the people of the Quandamooka 
numbered more than 5,000. A 1964 
archaeological survey of Minjerribah 
identified 121 living sites where shelter, 
water and food were available and 
where evidence of occupation was 
clear.

This is Warrer Warrer!

The Aboriginal name for Victoria Point 
was Warrer Warrer (or Warra Warra).
The Traditional Owners of much of 
Redland City, collectively known as 
the Quandamooka People, have lived 
on the lands and seas surrounding 
Minjerribah (North Stradbroke Island) 
for at least 21,000 years.

Pre-European Settlement

Quandamooka people have lived on and 
around this area for tens of thousands 
of years. Geological evidence dates 
occupation at a minimum of 21,000 
years. Local people identify the 
Noonucal, Gorenpul and Nughi as the 
traditional owners of the island and 
adjoining areas. Food supplies were 
plentiful. Fishing, hunting and gathering 
were part of the communal economy, 
with people collecting oysters, mullet, 
crabs, cowrie, prawns, cockles, eugarie, 
mussels and turtle which were used as  
common foods at different times of the 
year. Remnants of middens can still be 
found in the area near the college.



Why the name Thornlands?

Thornlands began as part of the area 
then encompassed by Cleveland, 
and was leased (along with most of 
the land between Ormiston and the 
Logan River), to Joseph Clarke. He 
relinqueshed his lease in 1858, allowing 
small farmers to settle in the area. The 
area took the name Thornlands after 
George Thorn, a major landholder in 
the area, whose lands were subdivided 
around 1900. The area was settled, 

like the surrounding suburbs, primarily 
by farmers, mostly growing fruit such 
as citrus, bananas and mangoes.

Pumpkins and Patriarchs

At the southern end of Cleveland 
Shire, Thornlands was a farming 
district until the second half of the 
20th Century. In 1839 George Thorn 
was in charge of the penal 
settlement in Limestone (Ipswich) 
and in the 1850s he 

purchased 631 acres (255 hectares) 
of land between South Street in the 
north, Cleveland-Redland Bay Road to 
the west and King Street to the south. 
He doesn’t appear to have lived in the 
area, being more interested in the real 
estate business. The land known as 
the Thornlands Estate stayed in his 
family for more than 20 years after his 
death, and eventually the whole area 
was named Thornlands.

James and Jane Moore with daughter 
Lousia. The Moore family have a long 
association with the Redlands and 
Faith Lutheran College.

1986 QImagery
Land is being cleared for housing 
between Wellington Street, Panorama 
Drive and the Cleveland-Redland 
Bay Road, but the area is still mostly 
farmland.

Roy and Dorothy Hucker, on Boundary 
Road, Thornlands in the 1920s.

Pumpkins and watermelons at Tom 
Moore’s farm on the corner of Colburn 
Avenue and Daysland Street.

1979 QImagery
Houses are appearing south east of 
Panorama Drive and other areas are 
starting to be cleared.

1998 Redemap
Houses are being built to the west 
of the Cleveland-Redland Bay Road 
in the northern part of Thornlands 
between South Street and Ziegenfusz 
Road. The Moreton Bay Prawn Farm 
can be seen south of the eastern end 
of South Street. 

2020 Redemap
Thornlands still has farms in the south-
west, including chicken farms.



Passion and Plans

….and I recall most vividly how God 
sowed the first seed. We were at the 
Kindergarten/Child Care Centre at St 
James (Lutheran Church) in Cleveland 
one afternoon when a mother came for 
her child and said to us, “You provide 
such loving Christian care here. … “It 
would be great if these children could 
continue the same way into a primary 
school.” 
Recollection by Ben Guse, Chairman 
of Redlands Lutheran Primary School 
Development Committee. 

Origins of the Faith School Land 
at Link Road
by Garry Hauser

In 1954, the Hauser family moved to 
the Redlands area having purchased 
38 acres of land at Link Road Victoria 
Point for the purpose of growing 
vegetables.

In 1975, Wally Hauser, the head of the 
family, decided he wanted to convert 
the farm into a sports centre and built 
six squash courts, a gym, a playground 
area, a roller skating rink, and a 
basketball stadium.

In the early 80s, Wally got excited with 
the idea of giving up part of his land 
to allow the Lutheran Church to build 
a primary school.  And so began what 
was known as Faith Lutheran Primary 
School to serve the Christian families 
in the area.

The parcel of land on which the school 
was built had been a pumpkin patch 
and a cricket oval where touch football 
was also played. There were two dams 
on the site also and they were kept as 
a nature park by the school in its early 
years until it was important to develop 

Architectural plans of the original 
Administration block and the existing 
B Block.

Construction of Stage 1 Classrooms 
looking east towards Link Road.

playing fields for students.

Wally and the Hauser family take great 
delight in seeing the school expand to 
what it is today.

Foundation Stone
You are invited to attend the site in Link 
Road, at 4 p.m. on Sunday, Nov.1st, on the 
occation of the laying of the Foundation 
Stone. The block of four classrooms will 
be well advanced, but the Foundation 
Stone will be laid in the Administration 
Block which will be commenced about that 
time. We welcome all Parents and Friends 
to come together on occasions such as 
this, as it affords an opportunity to meet 
fellow Parents who will have their children 
attending the school also.
Faith Primary Newsletter 2, 1981



Early development of Faith

Three Lutheran primary schools 
commenced in Queensland in 1982, 
following a pattern established within 
the Lutheran Church of Australia. These 
schools were firmly in the hands of local 
parishes. Faith school’s development 
was the vision of men such as former 
Police Inspector Ben Guse (a member 
of Cleveland congregation), who 
persuaded others to support his foresight 
with money and effort. Significant 
donations from Mr Albert Benfer and 
others began a culture of giving which 
has well supported the school.

Three possible sites at Wellington Point, 
Alexandra Hills and Victoria Point were 
proposed. Victoria Point was chosen 
because of its developed infrastructure. 

On the 25th May 1981 Robert Marriott 
was called by the Redlands Parish to 
“be Principal of our new School” (sic). 
Ben Guse outlined plans to call tenders 
to construct four classrooms and an 
administration block. Enrolments were 
expected to exceed 60 within Year 
1 to 4. No release time was offered 
to the principal, though some part-
time administrative support and some 
non-defined voluntary release was 
mentioned. In those pre-fringe benefits 
times, the salary was about half that of a 
state school teacher, though there were 
some additional allowances.

The Redlands area was described as 
being ‘still basically a vegetable growing 
area’ though some housing areas were 
being developed.

Other teachers in 1982 were Mrs Heidi 
Kirsch, the wife of Pastor Karl Kirsch 
and Miss Merril Klose a graduate of the 
Riverina College of Advanced Education. 
Pastor Kirsch had undertaken some 
teacher training and was interested in 
education and Heidi Kirsch had studied 
Lutheran schooling and had developed 
some theoretical concepts. They 
both oversaw the school’s very early 
development.

Original Admin block with the 
Foundation plaque visible above the 
car roof line. It still remains to the left of 
the JS Admin entrance.

B Block classrooms looking east 
towards Link Road. Note eucalyptus 
trees in the background, one of 
which recently came down on Faith 
Kindergarten during storms.

Founding staff of 1982. Looking east 
towards Link Road with the Jungle 
Room visible to the right. It was used 
as a covered assembly area before 
being enclosed and used as a Chapel.

Athletics Carnival in the early 1980’s 
looking east towards Link Road. Note 
the farms in the background

Wage package for Lutheran staff 
in 1982. Note the provision of 
accommodation or an allowance 
for accommodation. This was in 
some measure to offset the fact that 
Lutheran staff were paid far less than 
their colleagues in the Education 
Department at the time.

Redlands Times
1st April 1981

View towards the original Admin Block 
from Link Road car park entry.



“Let’s build our own College!”

I think it only took a millisecond until 
a hair brained suggestion was uttered 
in the meeting room, “Let’s build our 
own College”. It took off like wild fire. 
From rejection, doom and gloom, a 
big NO!! came hope and enthusiasm. 
Let’s GO!!! Only one small problem, 
we didn’t have any room to build a 
College. Two small problems, we didn’t 
have Government approval, maybe 
three problems, we didn’t even have 
the approval of the Lutheran Education 
Department. We stopped there... Let’s 
do it anyway. Remember our motto, 
“Bite off more than you can chew and 
chew and chew and chew some more”. 
We nearly choked on this one.

In 1998 demographic studies were 
commissioned and applications were 
lodged with both the Department of 
Non-State Schools for Secondary 
School and Lutheran Education 

Queensland. All were rejected, and we 
still didn’t have any land, but that didn’t 
stop us. Over a 2 year period, I forget 
how many applications were submitted 
to the Government and how many 
presentations were made to LEQ, but 
I think we were beginning to wear them 
down. 

Over the same 2 year period we had 
investigated 6 parcels of land, all were 
rejected by Local Council for zoning or 
development or had restricted access 
by the Department of Main Roads. 
Another miracle happened, we were 
lead to an old yam farm on the corner 
of Beveridge Road and Cleveland-
Redland Bay Road, which adjoined 
a pony stud. Within a month we had 
signed contracts on both. Now we were 
getting somewhere. So we had solved 
one problem.
Reflections by Gavin Buhse, College 
Council Chairman (1992 - 2007).

Michelle Day (2007 College Captain), 
Pastor Tim Jaensch (President - 
LCAQD), James Flower and Meg 
Bradshaw check out the Beveridge 
Road site at the Dedication Ceremony 
on Sunday, 27 October 2002 at 3:30pm

Gavin Buhse, College Council 
Chairman (1992 - 2007).

QImagery 1985
an old yam farm...which adjoined a 
pony stud

Redlands Lutheran Primary School 
(also known as Faith Primary School) 
opened on 24 January 1982 on land 
in Link Road, Victoria Point, donated 
by Wally Hauser. It was established 
by three Lutheran congregations from 
Cleveland, Redland Bay and Mount 
Cotton. There were 63 students in 
Years 1 to 4 with three teachers in 
the school’s first year of operation. 
The primary school had expected 
to become a feeder school to the 
Redeemer Lutheran College, but 
when that was not possible, it was 
decided to expand the school to also 
offer secondary education. Land on 
Beveridge Road in Thornlands was 
purchased and the secondary campus 
of the renamed Faith Lutheran College, 
Redlands opened on 28 January 2003. 
The first group of Year 12s graduated 
in November 2007.
Thornlands, Queensland - Wikipedia 





The Development of “Faith”

Late 1970s - Parish discussion & 
support for the establishment of 
a Lutheran Primary School in the 
Redlands

1980 - Ben Guse chaired Steering 
Committee for the establishment 
of Faith Lutheran Primary School. 
(First non-government school in the 
Redlands).

1981 - Albert Benfer elected as 
inaugural Chairperson of the Faith 
School Council

1982 - The founding of Faith Lutheran 
Primary School 

1986 - Faith grows

1980’s - Development, growth and 
buildings continue

1993 - First talk of some development 
of the Primary School - specialisation, 
double streaming, preschool, 
secondary

1994 - Faith purchased a parcel of land 
adjoining our block from the YMCA to 
enable us to build a two unit Preschool

1996 - First Faith Preschool class. 
Oversaw development of preschool 
program.

1997 - Commenced double streaming 
from Preschool

Link Road Campus
Junior School and Faith Lutheran Community Kindergarten

132 Link Road, Victoria Point
25/7/2007

Beveridge Road Campus
Middle School and Senior School
1-15 Beveridge Road, Thornlands

25/7/2007

1998 - Demographic study 
commissioned to investigate the 
viability of establishing a secondary 
school. Approval from LEQ to further 
investigate

1999 - First application lodged to 
Department of Non-State Schools for 
secondary schooling - unsuccessful

2000 - Further application lodged for 
secondary schooling to LEQ - decision 
deferred

2000 - Purchase of Beveridge Road 
land in October

2001 - Application lodged for 
secondary schooling to LEQ – decision 
deferred again. Application lodged to 
Department of Non-State Education - 
approval granted December 2001

2002 - Approval granted by Lutheran 
Education Queensland & LCAQD 
Change of name to Faith Lutheran 
College, Redlands
Project Management team appointed 
Beveridge Road site dedicated, 
October

2003 - Beveridge Road Stage 1 
buildings commenced in March - 3rd 
Preschool class (triple streaming) 
commenced
Beveridge Road Buildings completed 
in September
Middle School commenced operations 
at Beveridge Road in October 

2004 - Official Opening, 8 February
Stage 2 - Classrooms and specialist 
areas commenced construction - 
Beveridge Road Oval completed. Link 
Road Classrooms (I Block)

2005 - Official Opening Beveridge 
Road Stage 2
Stage 3 - Senior School Science 
Block Beveridge Road and Stage 9 - 
Amenities Block Link Road
Hardcourts at Link Road and Beveridge 
Road
Land purchased from Redlands 
Fellowship at Beveridge Road 

2006 - Official Opening Beveridge 
Road Stage 3
Stage 4 - Middle School GLAs, 
Staffroom, Storage

2007 - 25 Years of Education by Faith 
in the Redlands
First Year 12 cohort graduate from Faith 
Lutheran College, Redlands Stage 10 - 
Infill under I block - Link Road
Cover over Link Road Hardcourts
Second Tech and Design Shed built at 
Beveridge Road
Stage 5 - Senior School 8 GLA 
classroom block and amenities 
start September 2007 and due for 
completion in April 2008



Interesting Facts About Faith

1. Faith was established by a group 
of families from the Lutheran parish 
comprising congregations at Cleveland, 
Redland Bay and Mt Cotton. The parish 
has since been realigned, with Mt Cotton 
joining the Tingalpa congregation.

2. Faith was the first independent Christian 
school to be established in the Redlands.

3. The Wally Hauser family originally owned 
the Link Road land and were instrumental 
in the acquisition of the property for Faith.

4. The Link Road site was part of a dairy 
farm that grew watermelons, pumpkins, 
strawberries and cucumbers.

5. A 40 acre site at Alexandra Hills was also 
considered but because the site was not 
sewered, was not taken up.

6. There was originally a dam on the Link 
Road oval which contained eels in it that 
“everyone used to chase”.

7. Albert Benfer was the first Chairman of 
Faith and Ben Guse (grandpa of current 
students Scott and Kimberley) was 
Chairman of the initial steering committee.

8. David Jull, Federal Member of 
Parliament, opened the first building on 
Link Road in 1982 and opened the first 
building on Beveridge Road when still the 
federal member in 2004.

9. Faith Foundation Day/ Founders’ Day 
July 31st 1981, was the day when written 
expressions of interest in enrolment was 
due and to this day 36 expressions of 
interest were received, enough to proceed 
with the school and open in Term 1 1982.

10. B Block on the Junior School was the 
first building. M Block on the Middle School.

11. Faith Lutheran Preschool commenced 
in Term 1 1996. Faith divided into Junior 
School (P-6) and Middle School (Years 7 
and 8) in 2003. Faith has expanded from 
there by growing a year level each year 

with the Senior School Year 10 class 
commencing in 2005 and the first cohorts 
of Year 12 students graduating in 2007.

12. In 1996, land exchanged hands along 
the boundary with the YMCA to create a 
space that could house the Preschool and 
be a space for their swimming pool.

13. Double streaming (2 classes at each 
year level) commenced at Faith in 1997. 
Triple streaming in the Junior School 
commenced in 2003 with one class being 
added each year from Preschool.

14. Faith Lutheran College, Redlands 
was originally called Redlands Lutheran 
Primary School, and later Faith Lutheran 
Primary School before becoming Faith 
Lutheran College, Redlands in 2003. Faith 
was coined because it was a step in Faith 
to establish it. The Lutheran Congregation 
at Redland Bay is also called Faith.

15. The first application to the State 
government for approval to expand to 
secondary in 1999 was not approved.

16. The second application was approved 
at the end of 2001 and the approval was 
received just after 7.00pm at their end of 
year closing service in December and 
announced to the gathering that evening.

17. Year 7 and 8 classes commenced in 
the Middle School at Link Road in 2003 
and shifted to Beveridge Road in October 
2003 for the start of Term 4. Year 8 classes 
commenced on Link Road in the Computer 
Room and in the current uniform and 
OSHC rooms.

18. The modular building on Link Road 
was the first of its type produced by James 
Hardy in the mid 1990s.

19. The Uniform Shop used to be housed 
in the small storage space alongside the 
Tuckshop in C block at Link Road.

20. During the 1990’s Sunday evening 
services were conducted at the Link Road 
Chapel for 1-1/2 years.

21. OSHC commenced in the late 1999.

22. The original logo for Faith was modified 
by Principal Ian Mibus during his time at 
Faith in the early 1990s
 
23. The Beveridge Road Campus was 
originally a yam farm and a Shetland pony 
stud. A large concrete stable for Shetland 
ponies was located where the oval now 
stands. A complicated deal to purchase 
these parcels of land on 2 separate titles 
was negotiated and the land purchased 
in 2000, before any approvals had been 
given.

24. 4.5 metres of land along the Beveridge 
Road frontage was resumed by the 
Redland Shire Council as a condition of 
development to widen the road and provide 
the footpaths and width for services.

25. The location of the eastern gate 
at Beveridge Road is further from the 
boundary than planned because a bird was 
nesting in the tree located there and council 
would not allow the tree to be cut down. 
When the road was widened 6 months 
later, as part of the council conditions, the 
tree needed to be cut down. The section of 
land along the eastern boundary needs to 
be free from buildings as a fauna corridor.

26. Faith originally had the Houses of 
MacKellar, Lawson and Paterson, but were 
changed to the islands (Coochiemudlo, 
Macleay, Peel and Russell) in 2003 with 
the establishment of the College after a 
competition ran in the community.

27. The original administration on Link 
Road was the small middle section of the 
current administration Block

28. Approval to expand into Secondary 
education was given from LCAQD at their 
Synod in June 2002 and the first Year 8 
class commenced in Term 1 2003.

29.	 The Head of Middle School, 
Deb Osland had an office in Terms 1-3 
of 2003 which was a storage cupboard/ 
kitchenette, alongside the server room in A 
block on Link Road.



 

 

Faith Lutheran College Redlands 
Faith in Christ ... prepared for life. 

 
 
 

 
2006-2005 – Secondary School, Beveridge Road, 

• Hospitality Building, Science Block, Tennis Courts, Sports Shed, Continuation of 
Middle School Court Yard precinct Buildings (current staffroom 2022) 

 

2007   25th Anniversary of FLCR 

2010-2009 The Lighthouse and 2nd Tennis Court, Beveridge Road. 

2010    The LOFT  

2014  New Year 7 Classrooms and Principal’s Office on Secondary School 

2014    Creative Arts Building 

2017   Business Office moved over to Secondary School. 

2018   Refurbishment of The Lighthouse building to become the new ISC.  

2018  Year 7 Classrooms open plan, flexible agile learning. 

2019   Refurbishment of The LOFT into a Media Hub. 

2020 

• COVID-19. Faith commences online learning throughout the pandemic.   

• Introduction of MyPath Learning in Secondary School. 

• Launch of Active@Faith – club sports.   

• Launch of Create@Faith  

 

2021-2022 

• COVID-19  continues online learning throughout the pandemic.   

• Refurbishment of Secondary School Administration Building to include new 
reception area, student services area and Business Office. 

 

 

Australian Education Award Winners from 2021 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

2022  

 

• New College Logo, branding and bus wrap    

• Faith’s 40th Anniversary Celebrations.  40 Events 
for 40 years.    

• First Funfest at Secondary Campus.  A Bi-Annual 
event. 
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Term 1 Events  
Event Brief Description Week

Staff Badges
Staff will be presented new badges with 

the 40th Anniversary Logo.
0

Staff/Student 
Shirts

Students/ Staff will receive shirts for 
advertisement of our 40th Year.

1

Events Committee 
Events Committee will put on a BBQ for 

the community.
2

Big Splash 
Secondary

Our normal big splash will run just 
renamed- 40th Anniversary Big Splash.

2

Museum
A launch of the Museum for display of 

historical College archives.
4/5

Principal from the 
past

Principals from the past will be invited back 
to the college for our open day/ tour/ cup 

of tea.
6

Ball
College will host a Ball for all of the 

community.
7

Big Splash Junior
Our normal big splash will run just 

renamed- 40th Anniversary Big Splash.
7

Cross Country
Our normal Cross Country will run just 

renamed- 40th Anniversary Cross Country.
10

Holy Week
Students of the Junior School present the 
Easter story over the course of week 10.

10



Term 2 Events

Event Brief Description Week

Dress up day Students come dressed up in the decade. 1

Display or Fashion 
Show

A display or fashion show of the uniforms 
from the past. This could include senior 

jersey, staff, prep.
3

Arts Week
A display of the Arts in our College, 

performances, displays etc.
4

FunFest
Our college fete. This will require 

many hands on deck plus lots of prior 
planning.  

5

Pentecost A worship service around Pentecost. TBA

Under 8s Day
Our normal Under 8s day will run just 

renamed- 40th Anniversary under 8s day.
6

Well-Being Event
Speaker coming out to talk to the 
students about their well being.

7

Athletics Carnival
Our normal Athletics Carnival will run just 

renamed- 40th Anniversary Athletics 
Carnival.

8

Race around the 
College for students.

Similar to the amazing race students run 
around the College with clues completing 
a range of different activities about the 

history of the College.

9

Staff in Action
Placing our staff in the lime light and 

posting up on face book about them and 
their awesome achievements.

10



Term 3 Events 

Event Brief Description Week

Musical
Our College Musical. This will require 

many hands on deck.
2

Founder’s Day
A range of different activities for all 

students across the College. A service 
to finish the day.

3

40th Year Whole 
College Photo

A photo of everyone in the College 
making the number 40. To be done 

on Founder’s day.
3

World Record As a College we break a world record. 5

A day in the life at 
Faith

A video of a student’s life at Faith – 
This could be then used as a 

promotional tool.
6

Book Week
Our normal Book Week will run just 

renamed- 40th Anniversary Book Week.
7

Trivia Night
A Trivia night held at the College with 

questions about the history of the 
College/ General Knowledge. 

9

Tennis
Our normal Tennis day will run just 
renamed- 40th Anniversary Tennis.

10

100 First/ 100 Last 
Days

The Prep students and Year 12 
students come together to 

celebrate their final and first 100 days 
at the College.

TBA

40th Falcons Cup
Students verse Teachers sporting 

games to win a Falcons Cup
4



Term 4 Events 

Event Brief Description Week

Staff/ Heritage Reunion
Inviting back staff and providing a tour/ 

open day/ cup of tea.
2

Flash Back Friday
Providing a video/photo montage of 

different events from the past.   
*Post on facebook*

4

Alumni The launch of the Faith Alumni. 6

New Time Capsule Create a time capsule for the College. 7

40th Magazine
Our normal College Magazine will run 

just renamed 40th  Anniversary 
Magazine.

8

Christmas Carols
Our normal Christmas Carols will run 

just renamed 40th  
Anniversary Christmas Carols.

9

Faith Celebrates
Our normal Faith Celebrates will run 
just renamed 40th  Anniversary Faith 

Celebrates.
9

40km for 40 Years

Students participate in completing 
40km for our 40th Year.  Students are 

presented at the end of the year with a 
badge for those who completed the 

challenge.

ALL 
YEAR

Reformation A worship for Reformation TBA

40th Birthday Party 
At the end of the term each class has 

their own 40th Birthday party. 
10
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